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How
Authentic Is
Your Rifle
Musket?

A critigue of reproduction
weapons and how to
improve them

by Capi. Mark E. Hubbs

Qur organization has gone
to great lengths to improve
our impressions to the small-
est detail. It is not unusual to
hear during our events, dis-
cussions concerning the most
trivial (in some people’s eyes)
characteristics of uniformsand
equipment. [ believe this at-
tention lo detail makes the
hobby more enjoyable by of-
fering a constant opportunity
to improve our impressions.

Sadly, thereisoneareathat
seems to have been neglected
by most of us.,.our weapons!
This most integral part of the
Infantryman’s equipment is
taken new from the box and
assumed thatit is “good to go”
as is. It is the aim of this short
article to critique the three re-
productions available to the
living historian. We will dis-
cuss how they stand “as is-
sued” and what canbe done to
improve them and bring them
up to the level of authenticity
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The Wartime Use
of Civilian Shirts

by Paul McKee

ven doing a Western

Federal impression
allows few precious areas
for personal expression.
Aside from the choice of
your slouch hat, the major
means for “makingastate-
ment” is in your choice of
a shirt. If clothes indeed
make the man, thenunder
a uniform, the lowly shirt
helpsdefine him, Thekind
of shirt you select can say
much about the person
youare portraying: his sta-
tion in life, his education,
his tastes and general up-
bringing,.

Lying next to the
soldier's skin, a shirt be-
comes an intimate item of
apparel which was rarely
mentioned in letters and
diaries. In the 19th Cen-
tury, shirts were considered under-
garments; something to protect the
skin from coarse woolen clothing
which then could easily be laun-
dered when soiled. It was consid-
ered vulgar to be seen in public in
one’'s shirtsleeves. That is why so
few images surface that show sol-
diers in that state of undress. When
they do surface, such images are
casily overlooked as being merely
civilian photos.

Soldiers had several sources for

In one of those rare instances of untlushing
shamelessmess, a soldier poses with his pard in
his shirtsleeves (Sixth PlateTiniype, Scott
Cross collection)

shirts; the government quartermas-
ter, packages from home, ready-
madeclothing purchased fromecom-
mercial establishments, and cloth-
ing purloined from various places
{farmhouses, new recruits, etc).
There is evidence that in the Con-
federate armies, soldiers themselves
sometimes sewed up shirts from
captured bedspreads and table-
cloths, etc., but it is unlikely that
these means were resorted to by
Federal soldiers, Yanks had wider
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and more frequent opportunities to
clothe themselves than their south-
ern counterparts,

Civilian shirt design and con-
struction was at a turning point in
the 1860's between the earlier
square-cut shirts and shirts that
were more fitted to the body. Fol-
lowing, is a brief description of the
various shirt types available to the
common soldier:

White Dress Shirts

Civilian shirts from the carly part
of the 19th Century were little dif-
ferent from those worn as much as
200 years before the war. Usually
made of white linen, they were con-
structed from rectangular garment
parts withsquare gussets undereach
arm hole and triangular gussets on
each side of the neck band. The
sleeve was gathered into the cuff
which closed with a single tiny but-
ton. The cuff itself was wider than
modern cuffs and the closing bul-
ton was positioned high near where
the cuff is joined to the sleeve thus
allowing the cuff to fold backward

i Left) Often one of the
best sources for civilian
shirt stvles thar were
available 1o soldiers are
phatas of period
civilians. Despire the
military kepi. these boys
probably are not young
soldiers, bur they show
off fancy check overshirts
that fiave rypical home-
made embelishments.
Note the embroidered
hearts and rape trimming
on the extra-wide
plackers of contrasting
color with matching cuffs
and collar. {Sixth plate
tintvpe, William Brewster
Collecrion)

upon itself. Often the cuff slit was
strengthened at the end with a liny
triangular gusset. The body of the
shirt was loose and long enough to
reach partway downthe thighs. The
sides of the body were slit several
inches and also reinforced with a
triangular gusset. The front of the
shirt was slit open and hemmed so
it could be pulled on over the head
and closed only at the throat with a
single button. The upper body of
these shirts were usually lined to
the bottom of the neck slit. Some
shirts of this period had attached
collars at the neck band; others used
a detachable collar of linen or pa-
per. All shirts of this description
usually exhibited incredibly fine
stitching, felled seams to prevent
unravelling, and meticulously hand-
worked buttonholes.

Only white linen shirts were con-
sidered proper for gentlemen; col-
ton and colored shirts were for the
working classes. However, of the
use of white shirts in the army,
Billings states in “Hardtack and
Coffee” that “Boiled shirts, as white-

CompanyWag

The Joumal of The Mudsills, Ing

Editor amd Production
Poul MekKee

Contributing Editor/Mailing
Scolt Cross

President
Steven Beaver

Treasurer
Mark Upton

Secretary -
John Wedeward

Board of Trustees
Terry Bagley
Steven Beaver

William Bouwdreau

Seon Cross
John Wedeward

The CommpaiyWag Is a0 officil psblics-
don of The Mudsills, Inc. Hedstorind afllces
are bocated at 17 16 Latham Steet, Rocklond,
Nkineks 61103,

Subacriptions w e CompanyiVag o
well & the newsbener Compamy Frons are
available anly o5 aparl of memmberalip n 'The
Sbudsills, Inc. Memborship inquirics may be
el o

Mluniksalls, Tne.
2706 Pardes
Drenrbsorn, M1 4B

Limsited quantities of bavk ssucs of The
Cormpxe yWag are aviulable = 51,50 each
prostpaid by writing:

ﬂlq’:w.'ll:l' Bk luvues
411 M. Van Bures Ave.
Freeport, IL 61032

The CompanyWag welcomis editinial
subimassbong, but reserves the saght 1oedin all
miterials contribuied, Opinins expressed
10 e magasine are not pecessarily tease of
ihe Mudsill membership or offices.

Copwvight, 1992, The Mudilly, bsi, Pristed in
Erovpeet, Misoii o8 Wagner Prictsg Cresgainy

bosomed shirts were called, were
almost an unknown garment in the
army except in hospitals. Flannels
were the order of the day. If a man
had the courage to face the ridicule
of his comrades by wearing a white
collar, it was of the paper variely,
and white cuffs were unknown in
camp.”


















