THE

"The Colonel
Commanding
the Brigade
Directs...”

'I'h: sth Kentucky served from
Chattanooga 1o Atlanta in the
brigade of General William B.
Hazen, a regular army officer as
well known for his fiery temper and
strict adherence 1o regulations as
for his steely determination under
fire. (See The Captain's Dancing
Master in Vol 1, No.1.) Recendy,
Nicky Hughs of the Kentucky His-
torical Society had turned up an
arder book from the 6th Kentucky
Infantry. Its pages are filled with
orders from then-Colonel Hazen,
their brigade commander. Al-
though they date from before the
Sth had joined Hazen's Brigade,
they do lend some insight into the
frustrations of a career officer in
command of free-willed volun-
Leers,

Murfrecsboro, TN, Aug. 12, 1862

Cols. of Regts are remindsd that the
sdvantage for uniforming their of-
ficers was probably never 0 good 23
now,.. They ame directed 1o remind the
officers of their Regts thal » pan of
the condition of their sppointments
wai that, they uniform thamsclves
within a certain time. AL the muster
ordered on the 15th of this month a
special report will be made of all of-
ficers who shall nod st that tme sp-
pear uniformed as roquired by law,
The special attention of the Col. Com-
mdg. this Brigade hus been called to
this subjoct by nodeing L Pullker of
the 27th KY passing his HdQtrsin »
garh discrediuble 10 & private sol-
diegr...
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hat is the main difference in ap-
pearance of the Western soldier
from his Eastern counterpart?

Ask any moderately versed student of

the Great Rebellion and he will tell you
"It's his black hat!" Without question,
the differences are more profound than
just a cosmetic choice of headgear. But
in regards Lo appearanccs, the
Westemer is known first by his
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1839 forage cap. Thus at the end of the
Mexican War when Colonel T.P,
Andrews of the Regiment of Voltigeurs
convinced the army to produce a grey
felt hat whose brim could be looped up
on both sides, he was nol proposing any-
thing radical. Unfortunately, the Vol-
tigeurs never received their hats. In
1851 the army began issue of the "Al-
bert Cap;" a shako-like forerunner of
the Civil War forage cap whol-

widespread preference for ly unsuited for the rigors of hard
brimmed hats instead of is- campaigning. That same

sued forage ("Bummer”)

MAKING
THE HAT
FIT

by Paul McKee

armics (sce page 6),
photographic evidence
would indicate that the
issu¢ "Hardee" hat,
devoid of insignia and
reshaped into countess
forms, was the most com-
mon, In this article, we will
compare several original
specimens with reproductions
currently on the market and ex-
plore ways to casily improve
our hats with litde effort.

Background

Hats have vied with caps
in the American military
ever since the beginning
of our national exist-
ence, The cocked hais of
the 18th Century were merely
wide-brimmed hats that could
allow the wearer Lo let down one
or all the sides of the brim at
his pleasure. During th
Mexican War, many of-
ficers and men pur-
chased brimmed hats
for use in the hot
climate instead of the

year, Colonel Harmey of
the Second Dragoons
convinced the War
Department o issue
the surplus Vol-
tigeur hats to several
companics of the
Second Dragoons
then stationed in Texas
while the rest of the
frontier army cursed
under their 1851 mm.'

Tt was notuntil 1855 that the
"Hardee" hat (or "Jeff Davis"
or "Kossuth" hat) was intro-
duced for issue and only then
o the two new regiments of
cavalry being formed. The
1855 Hardee hat is very similar
to the Civil War model, the
main t:.::::pl.ifns being in

trimmings.
Throughout the 1850's
the rest of the army in
the field continued Lo
wear "broad-brimmed, slouched
hats of every color and descrip-
tion, which they l-ﬁd purchased
themselves.™ Finally in
1858, due 1o agitation
within the service and
the widespread use
of non-regulation
felt hats, the
Hardee hat be-
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