A View of Veteran Soldiers
By Bob Braun @ 1995

No matter how many times we’ve poured over
images in Civil War photo collections, there always seems to
bean opportunity to discover something new and exciting in
thoseimages. Enter member Bill Brewster, who re-introduced
me to an image that I had seen (and glossed over) for years.
His insights are worthy of presentation.

In The Image of War series, Volume 6, page 145,

there is an image of a line of soldiers drawn up in front of a

public house owned by a Mr. Lawrence. It is obvious from
evenacasualinspectionof theimage that these menareclothed
for the campaign, and not “preening” or otherwise dressed
in their martial “Sunday best” for the camera. There are at
least 45 of them, but only about twenty are clear enough to
discern uniform details beyond hats.

And speaking of hats, the majority of the 45 wear a
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