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The Truth In Trousers
A Monograph of Federal Civil War Trousers
By Ken Smith, Nick Nichols, and John Wedeward Fall 1989

A survey of eight dismounted and seven mounted trousers from the Smith-
sonian Institution collection was conducted by the authors over the summar
of 1988. Though other examples (from Smithsonian and private collections)
are being continually added to our sample size, along with new primary da-
ta, a number of similarities occur within this initial survey to conclude
that most current reproductions ars unsatisfactory. It is impossible to
make statements to the etffect that all trousers produced during the war
were made to the specifications of the trousers we saw, but tangible exam-
ples should be considered clearly desirable to the claims of nearly all-re-
production uniform makers. ;

PATTERN
Yoke .
The most noticeable Wetail of the specimens was the manner in which
the back raises up higher than the front (fra ). The top wajst-bsnd in

nearly all reproductions comes straight.across whea viewing the pants from
the side. This interpretation probably stems fron lodking at the original
trousers' back side 1lying tlat (fig ) 18 An illusion is created
suggesting that the rear portion of the waist band is straight across and
=ven with the top of the front waist band, while the bottom seams of the
yoke do the angling downward. Indeed, modern slacks are made in this
strafght across fashion. In reality, howevar, the bottom seams of tha
yoke parallel the front portion of the waist band, and the back part ot
the waist band angles upward. This upward riss was so pronounced, that a
slight pucker was caused in the waist band at the point where its direc-
tion changed. When seen from the front it was again clear that the back
was higher. A human form to Tfill the trousers would have easily halted
this misinterpretation. Correctly constructed, the trousers would not ex-
pose an unsightly gap while bending over when wearing a shell jacket,

Another interesting fezature that was apparesnt among the contract pisc-
es only was a variation 1in the yoke style. Out of the fifteen pair of
trousers examined, eleven were contract, the other four being made by the
government clothing depot, Schuylkill Arsenal. 35ix of the =leven contract
garments had a pentagonal piece insertad rather than the usual yoks pat-
tern most thought of 1in Civil War period trous=rs (fig Y« This piece
varied {in dimensicn and shape. Five of the pair followed Tigure three
closely, but one pair was constructed with an almost rectangle back
{fig )+ The only speculation we can make about this unusual insert is
that it appeared 1in the contract examples only. Lack of information on
the dates they were produced and the theaters from which they came make it
impossible to label them, The authors have gone to great lengths to de
s0, but documentation has, at this point, not been discovered.

The other nine examples conformed to the commonly thought of voke pat-
tern. But aven here the consistency was lacking., The yoke seam would ei-
ther come straight back at the junction of the side pant seam and the
waist band, when viewed from the side, (fig )}, or it would be dropped
two dnches (in these particular examples) along the pant seam before
coming straight back (Tig ). ©Of the remaining five contract examples
that did not have the pentagonal back, two had the "drop pattern" yoks pic-
tured 1in figure six. The four Schuylkill specimens along with the other
three coentract pieces had the '"waist band junction" pattern yoke.



























